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City ready
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telephone town
hall planned

ST. CATHARINES —With a new year,
comes a new budget at City Hall.

The budget standing committee is
reaching out to the public for input
on the 2017 draft operating budget.
There will be a pair of open hous-
es next week to allow residents the
opportunity tomeetwith the commit-
tee and City staff to give feedback on
the budget. Coun.Mat Siscoe, chair of
the budget standing committee, said
they seek public input to ensure the
budget reflects the priorities of the
community. Looking back at when he
first started on council, Siscoe said the
City wasn’t the best at soliciting feed-
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Community rallies after holiday house fire
a second-storey bedroom inside the apart-
ment along Erie Road. The fire was extin-

, and the family, as well
irst floor apartment all

escaped. However the family – mother Kasey
Crampton and her four boys aged 2, 5, 9 and
10 – lost everything, including their recently

See FIRE on Page 4

Fort Erie fire-
fighters worked
quickly to extin-
guish a blaze on
the second floor
of an apartment
in Crystal Beach
last week. The
post-Christmas

fire resulted in no
injuries, but put
a damper on the
family’s holidays,

and donations
were being col-
lected to help
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City wasn’t the best at soliciting feed-
back. While open houses were always
held as part of the budget process, he
said turnout had been trending down.
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Community rallies after holiday house fir
CRYSTAL BEACH – An online campaign has

been set up to raise money to meet the imme-
diate needs of a family who lost everything in
fire this week in Crystal Beach.

The fire broke out Tuesday afternoon in

a second-storey bedroom inside the apar
ment along Erie Road. The
guished fairly quickly, and the family
as a tenant living in a first f
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Couple’s fourth
child is first of
2017 atWLMH

GRIMSBY - It was the storm before the quiet.
Last Friday three babies were welcomed into the

world at Grimsby’s West Lincoln Memorial Hospital,
leading into the New Year’s long weekend. And then?
Nothing.

Even as Jessica and Ben Rameder awaited the arrival
of family - including their other three young children -
late in the afternoon on Sunday to say hello toWLMH’s
New Year’s Baby, the St. Catharines couple had the run
of the WLMHmaternity ward.

“The last three were on Friday, and we’re the only
one today,” said Ben as he stood beside wife Jessica and
young Brooke Elizabeth Rameder, born at 9:32 a.m. on
Jan. 1.

Already with a full head a dark hair, the young girl,
the Rameders’ third girl among four children, Brooke
was an easy delivery, as far as deliveries go, said Jessica.

“You kind of block it out, but I wasn’t expecting it to
be that fast,” she said.

See BABY, Page 5
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born at 9:32 a.m. on Jan. 1
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efreshing Start to 2017
atson, from Grimsby, grabs a few pics during the Grimsby Polar Bear Dip on Sunday. The annual dip is a fundraiser for McNally

House Hospice, and takes place each New Year’s Day at Bal Harbour in Grimsby.
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St. George Serbian Church
loses parish hall to blaze

Mom Chun Shang and baby Sarah are joined by dad Guyanchao Peng and big brother Jayden on Sunday. Born at 6:59 a.m., Sar
the first baby born at the St. Catharines hospital in 2017. See story on Page 6. Melinda Chee

Richard Hutton
rhutton@niagarathisweek.com

NIAGARA FALLS — A kitchen fire at the parish hall
belonging to St. George Serbian Orthodox Church has
left church members “devastated,” the congregation’s
president says.

The hall, which is home to weekly fish fry events, suf-
fered substantial damage. The kitchen took the biggest
hit and was completely gutted by the Dec. 17 fire. About
half the ceiling of the remainder of the hall suffered fire
and smoke damage, as well. What saved the building is
that fact that themajority of the structure wasmade from
concrete block.

The loss of the kitchen, though, is a major blow to the
congregation.

“The fish fry is our major source of income,” said
Denise Mateyk, adding that the building is repairable.

The weekly events are a huge fundraiser, she said, add-
ing that an average of 400meals are prepared at each. The
fries took place on Friday evenings from Sept. 15 toMay 5
with a few weeks off in December.

See FIRE, Page 7
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Outdoor skating rink a hit with community
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Celtic-inspired

shows at the PAC

The outdoor skating rink at Fort George was packed with skaters on New Year’s Day. The rink, which was constructed in partnership between
Vintage Hotels and Parks Canada, has been well used by the community since it opened last month, with more than 2,000 skaters hit the ice since
opening. This weekend Parks Canada will kick off its Canada 150 celebrations with a day-long celebration at the rink, with its ICEtravaganza.

Scott Rosts/Staff Photo

More than 2,000 have
laced up their skates at
Fort George since opening

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE—The outdoor skat-
ing rink at FortGeorge is turning out to be a real
hot spot.

Since being opened in partnership by Vintage
Hotels and Parks Canada lastmonth the skating
rink haswelcomed thousands of people as of the
end of 2016 — and that was without the hun-
dreds who took the time to hit the ice on New
Year’s Day on Sunday. The rink was packed with
skaters, some with families, and others, such as
BryonMikkelson, on their own.

Mikkelson, of Welland, made an impromptu
visit to the rink on Jan. 1, deciding it would be a
fun activity to ring in 2017.

“This is a really neat chance to enjoy a beau-
tiful site and something that is truly a slice of
Canadiana,” said Mikkelson. “We need more
sites like this.”

Mikkelson enjoyed a leisurely skate on his
own – although there was plenty of company
that day as it was a popular destination for oth-
ers celebrating the new year.

“It’s busy out there, but it’s still great,” he said,
watching volunteers shovel snow from the ice
surface. “I think it justhas a real neat community

See RINK, Page 6
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Mom Chun Shang and baby Sarah are joined by dad Guanchao Peng and big brother Jayden on Sunday. Born at 6:59 a.m., Sarah was the first baby born 
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ST. CATHARINES — With a new year, 
comes a new budget at City Hall. 

The budget standing committee is 
reaching out to the public for input 
on the 2017 draft operating budget. 
There will be a pair of open hous-
es next week to allow residents the 
opportunity to meet with the commit-
tee and City staff to give feedback on 
the budget. Coun. Mat Siscoe, chair of 
the budget standing committee, said 
they seek public input to ensure the 
budget reflects the priorities of the 
community. Looking back at when he 
first started on council, Siscoe said the 
City wasn’t the best at soliciting feed-
back. While open houses were always 
held as part of the budget process, he 
said turnout had been trending down. 
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Community rallies after holiday house fire
CRYSTAL BEACH – An online campaign has 

been set up to raise money to meet the imme-
diate needs of a family who lost everything in 
fire this week in Crystal Beach. 

The fire broke out Tuesday afternoon in 

a second-storey bedroom inside the apart-
ment along Erie Road. The fire was extin-
guished fairly quickly, and the family, as well 
as a tenant living in a first floor apartment all 
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Crampton and her four boys aged 2, 5, 9 and 
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Mom Chun Shang and baby Sarah are joined by dad Guanchao Peng and big brother Jayden on Sunday. Born at 6:59 a.m., Sarah was the first baby born 

City wasn’t the best at soliciting feed-
back. While open houses were always 
held as part of the budget process, he 
said turnout had been trending down. Mom Chun Shang and baby Sarah are joined by dad Guanchao Peng and big brother Jayden on Sunday. Born at 6:59 a.m., Sarah was the first baby born 

OPINION
It’s Canada’s 150th birthday

and I’ll whine if I want to 15

James Culic/
Staff Photo

Community rallies after holiday house fire
a second-storey bedroom inside the apart
ment along Erie Road. The fire was extin
guished fairly quickly, and the family, as well 
as a tenant living in a first floor apartment all 

lected to help 
out.
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905-563-4847 1-866-822-1707

KONKLE

GRIMSBY StoRe onlY 44 livingston Ave. 905-309-tIRe(8473)
Very Limited

Quantities. Sorry
no rainchecks

Deals
that
cook

Rustoleum 55” BBq coveR
(meDium) 49939

Reg. $99.99 85-2110-4

Rustoleum 60” BBq coveR
(laRge) 5493

Reg. $109.99 85-2111-2

Zoi Ouzas
S A L E S R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

GARDEN CITY REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

(905) 945-0660
(905) 563-8527
zoi@zoiouzas.com
www.zoiouzas.com
See the Real eState Section foR my liStingS
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Two dead in 

head-on collision 50 WEST LINCOLN
St. Anns woman helps 

open alpaca goods store44 LINCOLN
Committee aims 
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A Refreshing Start to 2017
Craig Watson, from Grimsby, grabs a few pics during the Grimsby Polar Bear Dip on Sunday. The annual dip is a fundraiser for McNally 
House Hospice, and takes place each New Year’s Day at Bal Harbour in Grimsby.

Luke Edwards/Staff Photo

Couple’s fourth 
child is first of 
2017 at WLMH

GRIMSBY - It was the storm before the quiet.
Last Friday three babies were welcomed into the 

world at Grimsby’s West Lincoln Memorial Hospital, 
leading into the New Year’s long weekend. And then? 
Nothing.

Even as Jessica and Ben Rameder awaited the arrival 
of family - including their other three young children - 
late in the afternoon on Sunday to say hello to WLMH’s 
New Year’s Baby, the St. Catharines couple had the run 
of the WLMH maternity ward.

“The last three were on Friday, and we’re the only 
one today,” said Ben as he stood beside wife Jessica and 
young Brooke Elizabeth Rameder, born at 9:32 a.m. on 
Jan. 1.

Already with a full head a dark hair, the young girl, 
the Rameders’ third girl among four children, Brooke 
was an easy delivery, as far as deliveries go, said Jessica.

“You kind of block it out, but I wasn’t expecting it to 
be that fast,” she said.

See BABY, Page 5

Luke Edwards
ledwards@niagarathisweek.com

Brooke Elizabeth Rameder 
born at 9:32 a.m. on Jan. 1
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Call us at 905.374.2015 •www.riverroadretirement.com find us on facebook to
see what’s going on!

AskaboutourWinterStayProgram!

ebook to

CELEBRATINGHIS4thANNIVERSARY
Bill C. and his wife decided to make River Road their home 4 years ago.

See their story on our River Road Facebook and discover why he chose River Road.

4930 Victoria Ave. (at Simcoe) NiAgArA FAllS
(289) 296-5747

CALL US TODAY FOR DETAILS!
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SOmE RESTRICTIOnS AppLY Exp Jan 31/17

HALF PRICE FIRST PAYMENT!
Valid on 2 year agreement.
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furniture
905.892.4701

1.800.892.4702
www.lampmanfurniture.com

728 Canboro Rd.,
Fenwick
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2016: A look 
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Year in
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Jockey 
injured

ARTS & CULTURE
Celtic inspiration

at the PAC4 14 4947LOCAL 
New Year’s 

Levee 5

Fire leaves 
congregation 
‘devastated’
St. George Serbian Church 
loses parish hall to blaze

Early
Arrival

Mom Chun Shang and baby Sarah are joined by dad Guyanchao Peng and big brother Jayden on Sunday. Born at 6:59 a.m., Sarah was 
the first baby born at the St. Catharines hospital in 2017. See story on Page 6. Melinda Cheevers/Staff Photo

Richard Hutton
rhutton@niagarathisweek.com

NIAGARA FALLS — A kitchen fire at the parish hall 
belonging to St. George Serbian Orthodox Church has 
left church members “devastated,” the congregation’s 
president says.

The hall, which is home to weekly fish fry events, suf-
fered substantial damage. The kitchen took the biggest 
hit and was completely gutted by the Dec. 17 fire. About 
half the ceiling of the remainder of the hall suffered fire 
and smoke damage, as well. What saved the building is 
that fact that the majority of the structure was made from 
concrete block.

The loss of the kitchen, though, is a major blow to the 
congregation.

“The fish fry is our major source of income,” said 
Denise Mateyk, adding that the building is repairable.

The weekly events are a huge fundraiser, she said, add-
ing that an average of 400 meals are prepared at each. The 
fries took place on Friday evenings from Sept. 15 to May 5 
with a few weeks off in December.

See FIRE, Page 7
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Campion hopes to 
keep ball rolling

New 
Year’s 
Hoopla Isabella Hoops 

showcased some 
impressive Hula 
skills on New 
Year’s Eve at 
the Welland 
Community 
Wellness 
Complex. 
Hundreds turned 
out for the city’s 
annual Children’s 
New Year’s Eve 
Bash on Dec. 31 
to take in games, 
crafts, entertain-
ment and more, 
including the 
chance to learn to 
Hula from Hoops 
herself.
Steve Henschel/
Staff Photo
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Community 
Wellness 
Complex. 
Hundreds turned 
out for the city’s 
annual Children’s 
New Year’s Eve 
Bash on Dec. 31 
to take in games, 
crafts, entertain
ment and more, 
including the 
chance to learn to 
Hula from Hoops 
herself.
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The #1 Home Seller in Port Colborne/Wainfleet - 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 & 2016!**

Outselling Even ALL ‘Teams” of Agents by Over 50%!*

Thinking of Selling Your Home in 2017? Give me a call to get YOURHome SOLD!
905-834-7653 RuzyckiRealEstate@gmail.com

* **All MLS Port Colborne/Wainfleet Residentional Sales as Reported by the NAR; *2016 **2000-2016

Port Colborne &
Wainfleet Home Seller

16 17 Years in a Row!**
2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 &2016!
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for Scotties41OPINION 

Canada 150 not 
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While high winds might have cancelled the fireworks there was still plenty to do for the hundreds who turned out for the city’s annual New Year’s Eve celebration at the Vale Centre. For many 
skating was once again the preferred way to celebrate the turning of the year.
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Outdoor skating rink a hit with community

LOCAL
Travelling exhibit from 

ROM at museum

LOCAL
Looking back on the 

year that was in NOTL6 7LOCAL
NOTL rings in 2017 with 

multiple celebrations4 41 SPORTS
Get single-draw 

tickets for Scotties35 ARTS
Celtic-inspired 

shows at the PAC

The outdoor skating rink at Fort George was packed with skaters on New Year’s Day. The rink, which was constructed in partnership between 
Vintage Hotels and Parks Canada, has been well used by the community since it opened last month, with more than 2,000 skaters hit the ice since 
opening. This weekend Parks Canada will kick off its Canada 150 celebrations with a day-long celebration at the rink, with its ICEtravaganza.

Scott Rosts/Staff Photo

More than 2,000 have 
laced up their skates at 
Fort George since opening

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE — The outdoor skat-
ing rink at Fort George is turning out to be a real 
hot spot.

Since being opened in partnership by Vintage 
Hotels and Parks Canada last month the skating 
rink has welcomed thousands of people as of the 
end of 2016 — and that was without the hun-
dreds who took the time to hit the ice on New 
Year’s Day on Sunday. The rink was packed with 
skaters, some with families, and others, such as 
Bryon Mikkelson, on their own.

Mikkelson, of Welland, made an impromptu 
visit to the rink on Jan. 1, deciding it would be a 
fun activity to ring in 2017.

“This is a really neat chance to enjoy a beau-
tiful site and something that is truly a slice of 
Canadiana,” said Mikkelson. “We need more 
sites like this.”

Mikkelson enjoyed a leisurely skate on his 
own – although there was plenty of company 
that day as it was a popular destination for oth-
ers celebrating the new year.

“It’s busy out there, but it’s still great,” he said, 
watching volunteers shovel snow from the ice 
surface. “I think it just has a real neat community 

See RINK, Page 6

Scott Rosts
srosts@niagarathisweek.com
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Niagara this Week’s Thursday edition is distributed free to every home in the entire Niagara Region 
with a total of more than161,400 copies. Now o�  cially the most read newspaper (daily or weekly) 
in the Niagara Region. Niagara this Week o� ers competitive rates in any of the seven advertising 
zones available. 
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We are the only media provider in the Niagara Region 
that will deliver your message to every home in the 
market of your choice.

With our group of papers you can maximize your 
adverting budget by targeting selected markets in the 
Niagara Region.

Our Thursday delivery is perfectly timed to get your 
message into homes before the key shopping times.

Included with our weekly papers are all the local and 
national inserts as well as our Real Estate publication.

Our papers provide a one stop shopping environment 
for readers.

We have full service advertising consultants that have 
access to over 100 Metroland markets. Our consultants 
can help you with media buying and planning. We help 
with the design of your print and online ad as well as 
co-ordinate the printing and distribution of your � yers.

We o� er guaranteed delivery with audited veri� cation.
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COLOUR CHARGE 20% EXTRA

FINAL BOOKING DEADLINE FOR THURSDAY PUBLICATION IS
3:00 P.M. MONDAY.

FINAL PROOF DEADLINE IS 4:00 P.M. TUESDAY.

•Liability of publisher for non-insertion is limited to the amount paid for the advertisement. Liability of Publisher for errors by the Publisher is limited to cost of space occupied by the error. Liability
of Publisher for damage arising out of incorrect delivery or non-delivery is limited to the amount paid to the Publisher for distribution of such flyer. • Claims for errors in advertisements or flyer
deliveriesmust bemade prior to next publication date. • Positioning of advertisement or flexform formats are not guaranteed. • Publisher reserves the right to revise, reject, discontinue or omit any
advertisement, or to cancel any advertising contract, for reasons satisfactory to the Publisher without notice and without penalty to either party. The advertiser agrees to indemnify the Publisher
for any losses or costs incurred by the Publisher as a result of publishing any advertisement, which is libelous or misleading or otherwise subjects the Publisher to liability. This indemnity shall
apply to all advertisements published, even if produced by the Publisher on behalf of the advertiser. • The Publisher will not knowingly publish any advertisements which are illegal, infringing,
misleading or offensive to its readers.

VOLUME ADVERTISING RATES
Z1 ST. CATHARINES / THOROLD Circ.50,500 Z2 NIAGARAFALLS Circ.30,750

Z3 WELLAND /PELHAM Circ.25,100 Z4 GRIMSBY / LINCOLN Circ.24,600

Size 1X 4X 13X 26X 52X
Earlug 112 112 112 112 112
1/16 195 186 177 159 143
1/8 327 311 297 267 240
1/6 457 435 414 373 335
1/4 589 561 535 481 433
3/8 786 748 713 641 577
1/2 1,049 999 952 857 771
3/4 1,574 1,499 1,428 1,285 1,156
Full 1,967 1,873 1,784 1,606 1,445
Front Banner 541 541 541 541 541

Size 1X 4X 13X 26X 52X
Earlug 112 112 112 112 112
1/16 165 161 153 138 124
1/8 261 249 237 213 192
1/6 379 361 344 310 279
1/4 529 504 480 432 389
3/8 655 624 594 535 481
1/2 918 874 832 749 674
3/4 1,312 1,249 1,190 1,071 964
Full 1,706 1,624 1,547 1,392 1,253
Front Banner 489 489 489 489 489

Size 1X 4X 13X 26X 52X
Earlug 112 112 112 112 112
1/16 95 91 87 78 70
1/8 192 183 174 157 141
1/6 275 262 249 224 202
1/4 375 357 340 306 275
3/8 561 534 509 458 412
1/2 748 713 679 611 550
3/4 1,012 963 915 820 734
Full 1,489 1,418 1,350 1,215 1,094
Front Banner 438 438 438 438 438

Size 1X 4X 13X 26X 52X
Earlug 112 112 112 112 112
1/16 129 123 117 106 95
1/8 221 211 201 181 163
1/6 327 311 297 267 240
1/4 432 411 391 352 317
3/8 589 561 535 481 433
1/2 786 748 713 641 577
3/4 1,049 999 952 857 771
Full 1,442 1,374 1,308 1,177 1,060
Front Banner 438 438 438 438 438

PROGRAMMATIC AD BUNDLE

GEOFENCING

A mobile GEOFENCING
program can become a
focused digital piece of your
marketing strategy.

Single pin location
(Geography)

Types of ads served:
Mobile banner, Big box

Targeted by: GPS location services
(15KM+)

Platform:Mobile

BEHAVIOURALTARGETING

BEHAVIOURALTARGETING allows
you to target your ads to your
customers based on their interests,
browsing history and more.

Single pin location
(Geography)

Types of ads served:
Leaderboard, Big Box

Targeted by: IP and User
Behaviour

Platform: Desktop
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deliveriesmust bemade prior to next publication date. • Positioning of advertisement or flexform formats are not guaranteed. • Publisher reserves the right to revise, reject, discontinue or omit any
advertisement, or to cancel any advertising contract, for reasons satisfactory to the Publisher without notice and without penalty to either party. The advertiser agrees to indemnify the Publisher
for any losses or costs incurred by the Publisher as a result of publishing any advertisement, which is libelous or misleading or otherwise subjects the Publisher to liability. This indemnity shall
apply to all advertisements published, even if produced by the Publisher on behalf of the advertiser. • The Publisher will not knowingly publish any advertisements which are illegal, infringing,
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PROGRAMMATIC AD BUNDLE

GEOFENCING

A mobile GEOFENCING
program can become a
focused digital piece of your
marketing strategy.

Single pin location
(Geography)

Types of ads served:
Mobile banner, Big box

Targeted by: GPS location services
(15KM+)

Platform:Mobile

BEHAVIOURALTARGETING

BEHAVIOURALTARGETING allows
you to target your ads to your
customers based on their interests,
browsing history and more.

Single pin location
(Geography)

Types of ads served:
Leaderboard, Big Box

Targeted by: IP and User
Behaviour

Platform: Desktop
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VOLUME ADVERTISING RATES

cOLOur cHarGE 20% EXtra
The Above Prices Are Subject To HST & Print 2 Web
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Z5 Port Colborne/Wainfleet Circ.10,850 Z6 niagaraon the lake Circ.6,850

Z7 fort erie / ridgeWay Circ.13,050

Size 1X 4X 13X 26X 52X
Earlug 112 112 112 112 112
1/16 91 87 82 74 67
1/8 169 161 153 138 124
1/6 209 199 190 171 154
1/4 261 249 237 213 192
3/8 393 374 356 321 289
1/2 459 437 416 375 337
3/4 720 686 653 588 529
Full 918 874 832 749 674
Front Banner 318 318 318 318 318

Size 1X 4X 13X 26X 52X
Earlug 112 112 112 112 112
1/16 91 87 82 74 67
1/8 169 161 153 138 124
1/6 209 199 190 171 154
1/4 261 249 237 213 192
3/8 393 374 356 321 289
1/2 459 437 416 375 337
3/4 720 686 653 588 529
Full 918 874 832 749 674
Front Banner 340 340 340 340 340

Size 1X 4X 13X 26X 52X
Earlug 112 112 112 112 112
1/16 91 87 82 74 67
1/8 169 161 153 138 124
1/6 209 199 190 171 154
1/4 261 249 237 213 192
3/8 393 374 356 321 289
1/2 459 437 416 375 337
3/4 720 686 653 588 529
Full 918 874 832 749 674
Front Banner 340 340 340 340 340

any3 ZoneS all 7 ZoneS
Size 1X 4X 13X 26X 52X
1/16 248 236 225 202 182
1/8 471 449 427 385 346
1/6 655 624 594 535 481
1/4 916 873 831 748 673
3/8 1,180 1,124 1,070 963 867
1/2 1,697 1,616 1,539 1,385 1,246
3/4 2,495 2,376 2,263 2,037 1,833
Full 3,280 3,123 2,975 2,677 2,409

Size 1X 4X 13X 26X 52X
1/16 577 549 523 471 424
1/8 1,010 961 916 824 742
1/6 1,312 1,249 1,190 1,071 964
1/4 1,678 1,598 1,522 1,370 1,233
3/8 2,296 2,187 2,083 1,874 1,687
1/2 3,017 2,874 2,737 2,463 2,217
3/4 4,066 3,873 3,688 3,320 2,988
Full 4,592 4,374 4,165 3,749 3,374
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